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SIR  HENRY  BISHOP'S  OPERAS 
By  F.  Corder. 

The  name  of  Sir  Henry  Bishop,  though  a  house- 
hold word  in  the  ears  of  all  English  lovers  of  music, 
is  not  associated  by  the  present  generation  with  any 
kind  of  stage  entertainment,  save  that  one  or  two  of 
his  most  hackneyed  songs  are  occasionally  dragged 
into  feeble  operettas,  where  their  undying  freshness 
and  vigour  present  only  a  too  glaring  contrast  to  the 
flaccidity  of  their  surroundings.  We  ail  know  "  Bid 
me  discourse,"  "Tell  me,  my  heart,"  "Should  he 
upbraid,"  and  I  fancy  that  a  few  of  my  readers  mubt 
have  heard  "Home,  sweet  Home"*  and  "My  pretty 
Jane."  Thanks  to  the  admirable  cheap  editions  of 
Messrs.  Novello,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  contents  of 
Sir  Henry  Bishop's  nine  volumes  of  collected  Glees 
and  Choruses  are  not  only  extant  but  in  the  highest 
degree  popular  in  the  present  day.  But  his  operas  ? 
Why,  these  are  his  operas,  or  at  least,  the  best  and 
largest  portion  of  them. 

I  suppose  that  most  of  my  readers  are  aware  that 
until  about  half  a  century  ago  opera  in  England 
meant  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  farce  or  melo- 
drama with  jubt  so  many  songs  and  choruses  stuck 
in  as  the  piece  would  bear  without  being  absolutely 
killed  by  them.  Owing  to  this  pleasing  and  artistic 
method  of  procedure  the  only  chance  of  immortality 
for  a  work  was  for  one  of  the  two  component  parts, 
play  or  music,  to  be  very  good  and  the  other  very 
bad  ;  the  two  elements  were  utterly  incongruous  and 
could  not  survive  together  to  a  more  enlightened 
age.  Such  invertebrate  pieces  as  "The  Quaker," 
"  The  Waterman,"  and  "  No  Song,  no  Supper,"  have 
lived  through  their  music,  while  the  "  Forest  ot 
Bondy,"  "  The  Miller  and  his  Men,"  and  many  other 
excellent  plays  have  been  completely  divested  ot 
their  unnecessary  music,  and  enjoyed  long  lives 
as  melo-dramas  pure  and  simple.  This  is  another 
proof  ot  the  truth  of  Wagner's  oft-made  assertion 
that  the  old  form  of  opera — a  play  with  incidental 
music — is  an  incongruity  and  an  anomaly.  Music 
and  drama  may  be  excellent  separately,  but  it  is  just 
when  they  are  excellent  separately  that  they  refuse 
to  unite,  and,  when  forced  into  conjunction,  are  both 
inartistic  and  unsuccessful. 

To  begin  with  a  few  biographical  details,  it  may 
here  be  stated  that  Henry  Bishop  was  born  in 
London  on  November  i8,  1786,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  over  68,  on  April  30,  1855.  His  first  production 
was  an  operetta,  played  at  Margate  in  1804,  and  his 
last  an  ode  for  the  installation  of  the  Earl  of  Derby 
as  Chancellor  of  Oxford  in  1853,  scarcely  a  subject 
which  "  yearned  for  musical  expression,"  but  it  pro- 
cured him  his  degree  of  Mus.  Doc,  a  distinction 
which  doubtless  cheered  his  last  days. 

Bishop's  works  for  the  stage,  consisting  of  ballets, 
operas  of  various  calibre,  and  arrangements,  testify 
to  his  industry,' being  about  ninety  in  number.  The 
following  is  |  complete  chronological  list : — 

1804,  Angelina  fOperetta).  1806,  Tamerlan  and 
Bajazet  (Ballet),  Narcisse  et  les  Graces  (Ballet), 
Love  in  a  Tub  (Ballet),  Caractacus  (Opera).  1808, 
The  Mysterious  Bride.  1809,  The  Circassian  Bridet 
Mora's  Love,  The  Vintagers.    1810,  The  Maniac,  or 


!  *  Referring  to  the  remarks  upon  this  air  in  The  Musical  Tim  bs  of 
November  there  i^  little  doubt  that  it  is  Bishop's  very  owi,  all  tamily 
resemb'ances  not<vithitand  ng.    it  was  only  called  "A  Sicilian  air 
to  fill  a  gap  in  a  volume  of  national  music  edited  by  him 


J  SIC.  ^ 


April  28. 


To  morrow  \*  the  fimt  pcrfonnaniw  of  my  «)  caH- 
pil  rital'ii  opfra  ;  .IAkA/im.  I  am  vrrv  carioait  lo 
lienr  it.  Iti>ilio|>  in  cfrtninly  a  m«n  oi'  tnleni,  Sut 
witliout  any  uriKKinliiv  uf  iiirrnlion.  I  winti  him  (lie 
bcDl  Nurcr**  ;  wu  nil  linre  room  in  tlic  worlil. 

(ioi\  blc««  you,  my  lU-Hrly  (h.-Iov('iI.    ilow  often  do 
I  rount  (inm,  hoiirn,  niiniitr<  in  our  mroiin^  ni;ain. 
We  liiiTc  Im-co  Mriiiimtrd  iMrforr,  nn<l  mn-ly  have 
wny«  ilcmly  lnvv<l  encli  oilier.  Kill  Tlim  Inmjhuj  now 
It  iiiileKcrilmlile. 

April  »1. 

Ywterdny  wnn  nn  intercKling  Hny  ;  the  fintt  repres- 
entation of  my  «i>  rnlleil  riviil'it  opera,  Alailiiin.  It 
wan  lo  rrowileil,  that  hanlly  nny  tirkeb  niiilil  l>c  (rot. 
But  one  of  ilio  proprU-tori  ort'ered  me  lii<  Ixix  mid 
even  iniiile  mv  a  <  «l|  Wo  nil  dined  iit  home,  iind 
then  drove  to  Drury  Lnne.  I  hud  hardly  eiilered  the 
hox  and  been  iM:en,  when  the  whole  house  rose  nnd 
received  mo  with  the  t'renlest  onthu-iiiiitn.  This,  in 
0  dilTrriMU  tlientn-,  on  this  dav,  nhoweil  the  love  of 
the  nnliun,  nnd  it  riTeftcd  nnd  rejoiced  me  very 
much. 
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